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To His Excellency Benjamin F. Potts, Governor of Mon- 
tana Territory: 


In obedience to the requirements of law the Superintend- 
ent of Public Instruction submits the following 


REPORT: 


The statistics of the past year show a marked growth in 
the value of school property, an increased attendance of 
‘pupils, and an unusual degree of оешу in all matters 
` appertaining to our educational interests. І have departed 

from the custom heretofore pu of presenting a sum- 
mary for one year only, and have prepared and included in 
this report the statistics for 1877, in order thata better idea 
may be obtained of the progress and condition of our 
schools than could be exhibited by the figures of any опе 
year, 


^ 
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GROWTH OF SCHOOLS. 


While the statistical tables show a marked increase in 
attendance and interest, it is a pleasure to note the im- 
royement in the character of school edifices. In Bozeman, 
utte and Benton new structures have been built this year 
that compare favorably with those of Helena and Virginia 
City. While in many other places convenient and neat 
frame or log houses have been built suitable to the needs of 
their several localities. | 

The house in Bozeman vost. 815,000, and has been occu- 
pied since the beginning of the present school year. That 
in Butte cost over $9,000, and is entirely free from debt, 
the amount having been secured. principally by the sale of 
town lots. Although considered amply commodious at 
the time of building, itis already too small to accommo- 
date the increasing number of scholars and an addition is 
contemplated. Benton, by means of a local tax, has just 
completed a brick house costing over $4,000, but it is inade- 
quate to the necessities of that growing town. 

Deer Lodge county now ranks among the foremost of 
the Territory in Educational matters. Notwithstanding 
it has a most excellent public school, thoroughly appointed 
and well sustained, the need of a school of higher grade 
was felt, and in the early part of the present year the 
“Montana Collegiate Institute’? was organized. А sub- 
stantial brick building, whose probable cost will reach 
$15,000 and capable of accommodating 175 students is 
nearly completed. It will be furnished with the most ар- 

roved modern appliances, over $1,000 having already 
ееп invested in’ physical and astronomical apparatus. 
Pending the completion of the new building, the school 
was duly organized for the Autumn Term in a hired house, 
with twenty-four students enrolled. Its course is prepar- 
atory, and is designed to furnish students with all the ad- 
vantages that could be secured in older communities, offer- 
-ing every opportunity for culture and discipline through 
its excellent faculty and all the comforts of home life through 
the kindness and care of the worthy people of Deer 
Lodge. . 


WHAT SHOULD CONSTITUTE A SCHOOL. 


During the past year a school was taught containing 
only two scholars, and owing to a previous contract with. 
the Trustees of the District the teacher drew pay from the 
school fund, refusing to relinquish the school. Thelaw at 
present allows the establishment of a school on the petition 
of five families, but does not designate the number of 
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scholars requisite to entitle the teacher to a share in the 
school fund. It is therefore recommended that schools of 
less than ten pupils, registered as regular attendants, be 
not entitled to a share of the school fund. 


CONSTRUCTION OF SCILOOL BUILDINGS. ` 


In the erection of large school buildings, the attention of 
Trustees and Building Committees should be especially 
called to the necessity of securing good ventilation and 
acoustio properties, and ample facilities for the exit of the 
scholars in casé of accident or panic. There is no school 
building in the Territory having a stairway from the rooms- 
in the upper part over five feet wide, and in some of these 
upper rooms from 100 to 500 children are frequently 
assembled. The calamities that have occurred elsewhere 
in consequence of this evil, should incite us to the utmost 
care in planing our school buildings. It should be guarded 
against by providing that every building to be erected in 
the Territory, the upper rooms of which shall be used for 
school purposes, shall have a stairway at least nine feet 
wide, well supported and with strong bannisters. 


INSTITUTES, 


Under the new law authorizing the holding of County 
Institutes in counties having ten or more school districts, 
two Institutes have been held during the past year. They 
are of great benefit to the teacher, as affording an inter- 
change of views on the best methods of instruction and 
promote interest in educational matters generally. That 
the benefits derived from these may be enjoyed in coun- 
ties containing less than ten districts, it is recommended 
that such Iustitutes be allowed, provided iu the opinion 
of the Territorial Superintendent and the Superintendent of 
Instruction in the county, such a meeting of teachers is 
advisable for the best interests of the schools. That if it 
be deemed expedient by the County Superintendent, the 
Territorial Superintendent concurring, two or more adjoin- 
ing counties may unite for the purpose of holding such 
Institutes. 


TEACHERS? CERTIFICATES. 


It is earnestly recommended that consideration be given 
to the subject of public examinations, as suggested by my 
predecessor in his report of 1874-5. Questions should be 
prepared and the standard fixed by the Territorial Super- 
intendent, and at stated times, under his direction, ex- 
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aminations should be conducted at the same time in all the 
counties, and successful candidates should receive a certifi- 
cate which would be good in any part of the Territory. At 
examinations held at any other time, only the usual county 
certificate should be issued. 


UNIFORMITY OF TEXT-BOOKS,. 


Our present school law permits an endless variety of text 
books, and the consequence is an utter lack of uniformity in 
the books used. In many cases each new teacher introduces 
new and different books, and the parents are compelled to 
incur the expense of a new set before the former ones are 
worn out. To obviate this needless expense and injury, as 
wellas the confusion it causes in the schools, some enact- 
nent that would secure uniformity is deemed worthy of 
consideration. I recommend that a law be enacted author- 
izing qon Excellency to appoint a committee of three per- 
sons from different portions of the. Territory, to be known 
asa Text Book Commission, who shall secure a uniform 
system of text books for the use of the public schools, - 
care being taken to discriminate between books published 
in the interest of schools and those put forth in the interest 
of publishers. The committee should correspond with 
county superintendents, teachers and publishers, and thor- 
oughly examine the best obtainable text books and select 
the most desirable series, covering the studies now pre- 
scribed by law, and these books should be known and 
designated as the ‘prescribed series," апа be used in all 
our public schools during the five years next succeeding 
their introduction. TR Wr l AE 

The change as above indicated can be-accomplished with 
little expense to parents, as publishers are often willing to 
exchange old books for new ones of their own catalogues, 
provided their publications shall remain in use a.teason- 
able length of time. B T reta Aus 


MAPS. 


As the Territory becomes permanently settled and its 
industries expand, a knowledge of its geography increases 
in interest and importance. As a valuable help to this 
knowledge, it is deemed edient that some provision be 
made for the publication оѓ. а Латве and reliable map of 
Montana, which, with a map of the United States, the 
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trustees of every school district shonld be required to place 
. in each school house. - 


CIRCULARS. 


In April last, circulars were sent to each County Super- 
intendent calling attention to the *‹ Town Site Act," which 
provides that in each town-site twenty acres máy -be set 
apartfor college purposes. Many of the towns have not 
availed themselves of this wise provision of the law. 


SOJMOOL LANDS. 


The care aud retention of schoollands has become of vast 
importance to the Territory Although the Organic Act 
of the Territory sets apart sections 16 and 36 of each town- 
ship as a reserve for school purposes, thus far the schools 
have received no more benefit from the law than if it 
had never existed. Practically, the law is inoperative at 

resent. But this is not the worst feature of the case. 
Many of these lands are mineral-bearing, and our local 
land office holds that they may be patented. by individuals 
notwithstanding this act. Over seven thousand acres have 
been thus patented, and we have recourse ouly to the loca- 
tion of other lands in lieu of those thus patented: Unfor- - 
tunately, neither the Superintendent of Public Instruction 
nor any one else in the Territory, has authority of law to 
thus relocate lands in such emergencies. Immigrants are 
rapidly securing the best sections, and if this evil is not 
promptly remedied it will not be long before the lands left 
for us to choose from will be comparatively worthless. 
| This matter is of very great importance as bearing directly 
upon the future maintenance of our educational mterests, 
and demands such legislation as willsecure to us the ben- 
efit intended by the Organic Act. 


SCHOOL MONEY. 


Attention is called to sections 585 and 555 of the Probate 
Practice Act, concerning estates which, under certain cir- 
cumstances, escheat to the Territory for the benefit of the 

ublic schools. As the law makes no provision for dis- 
ursing the proceeds of such estates, “it is important that 
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it should bé so amended as to give some one authority to 
apply such moneys in the manner intended by the law. 


DISTRICT REPORTS. 


There is constant complaint of the neglect of District 
Trustees to make returns to the County Superintendents. 
Some districts fail to report the statistics of their schools 
as required by law, leaving the County Superintendent to | 
report their condition approximately in his report to this | 
office. Itis recommended that in order to enforce the law | 
a fine of twenty-five dollars for each neglect be imposed | 
проп such Trustees as are direlect in this duty. | 


PUBLIC AND PRIVATE 5CIIOOLz. 


In proportion to the increasing efficiency of our public | 
schools, private schools have diminished, until now there | 
are only twelve in the Territory, and these are nearly all of a | 
parochial or sectarian character. . It is with just pride that | 
Т ат able to testify, after visiting both private and public | 
schools, that there is no curriculum pursued at any private 
institution that compares with the publie schools of our 
principal towns, nor are the appliances for the personal | 
comfort of the pupils, or the apparatus for illustration, | 
equalled, while the ability of our teachers is certainly un. | 
excelled. | 


PRINTING REPORTS. 


To enable compliance with section one of the School} 
Law, relative to the distribution of the biennial report of | 
the Superintendent of Public Instruction, and to allow an 
interchange with other States and:Territories, not less than 
five hundred copies are needed. The wisdom of printing the 
law and accompanying blanks, as contained in the last 
published report is apparent. They have been of great 
convenience and benefit to school officers. The experience 
of the past should furnish sufficient reason for continuing 
the course hitherto pursued, adding such other forms or 
blanks as may be deemed necessary in the transaction of 
sehool business. 


CONGLUSION.: 


In conclusion, I desire to make acknowledgment of the 
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many acts of courtesy and assistance rendered by friends 
of education, and particularly to your Excellency for the 
interest manifested in the work, and readiness to co-oper- 


ate in any plan designed to promote the advancement and 
welfare of our schools. 


I hare the honor to be, 
Yours very respectfully, 
С. WRIGHT, 
Superintendent Public Instruction. 
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AN ACT TO PROVIDE FOR А SYSTEM OF COMMON SCHOOLS. 


Be it enacted. by the Legislative Assembly of the Territory 
of Montana: 


SECTION 1. A Superintendent of Public Instruction shall 
be appointed by the Gorernor by and with the advice and 
consent of the Legislative Council, and shall enter upon 
the duties of his office on or before the twentieth day after 
his appointment, and shall hold (his) office for the term of 
two years, or until his successor is appointed and qualified; 
and shall execute a bond, in the penal sum of two thousand 
dollars, with two good and sufficient sureties, to be approy- 
ed by the Secretary of the Territory, conditioned wpon the 
faithful discharge of his official duties. The Superintend- 
ent of Public Instruction shall have power to adopt а course 
of studies, and rules and regulations for all public schools 
in the Territory; and shall have and use a seal, and author- 
ize the printing of all regulations and circulars necessary to 
carry their provisions into effect, and shall report to the 
Governor biennally, on or before the first day of December 
of the years in which the regular sessions of the Legislature 
are held. The Governor shall transmit said report to the 
Legislature, and whenever it is ordered printed, a sufficient 
number of copies shall be delivered to the Superintendent 
of Public Instruction to furnish two copies to be deposited 
in the Territorial Library, and-one copy to each Superin- 
tendent (county) of Common Schools, to be held by him as 
public property, and delivered to his successor in office, and 
one copy to each local school officer within the Territory. 
Said report shall contain a statement of the condition of 
the public schools in the Territory; full statistical tables, 
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by counties, showing, among other statistics, the number 
of school children in the Territory, the number attending 
public schools, and the average attendance; the number at- 
tending private schools; the amount raised by county and 
district taxes, or from other sources of revenue, for school 

urposes; the amount expended for salaries of teachers and 
lor building and furnishing school houses, and the state- 
meny A the plans for the management and improvement of 
schools. i 

Sec. 2. The Superintendent of Public Instruction shall 
prepare and cause to be printed suitable forms for making 
all reports and conducting all necessary proceedings under 
this act, and shall transmit them to the local school officers 
and teachers, who shall be governed in accordance there- 
with, He shall furnish each Superintendent of Common 
Schools with suitable diplomas and certificates, and shall 
prepare a school register, which shall be furnished to each 
school and. school district in the Territory. 

SEC. 3. It shall be the duty of the Superintendent of 
Public Instruction to travel in the different counties of the 
Territory where common schools are taught, so far as pos- 
sible without neglecting his other official duties, during at 
least three months in each year, for the purpose of visiting 
school, of consulting with County Superintendents, and of 
addressing public assemblies on subjects pertaining to pub- 
lic schools; and his necessary traveling expenses, not ex- 
ceeding three hundred dollars in any one year, shall be 
paid out of any fund in the treasury not otherwise ap- 
propriated. 

SEC. 4. The Superintendent of Public Instruction shall 
keep his office at some place where there is a post office, 
and he shall receive a salary of twelve hundred dollars per 
annum, which shall be paid quarterly out of the Territorial 
treasury. 

SEC. б. All necessary expenditures of money incurred’ 
by the Superintendent of Public Instruction, for rent, fuel, 

ostage, printing (and) expressage, not exceeding two hun- 

red. dollars in any one year, shall be paid. out of any fund 
in the Treasury not otherwise appropriated, and the Terri- 
torial Auditor is hereby authorized to issue his warrant on 
the Treasurer for the same. 

SEC. 6. The Superintendent shall, at the expiration of 
his term of office, deliver over on demand to his successor 
all property, books, documents, maps, records, reports and 
all other papers belonging to his office, or which may have 
been received by him for the use of his office. | 

SEO. 7. It shall be the duty of the County Treasurer of 
each county: First, To receive and hold all school moneys 
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asa special deposit, and to keep a separate account of 
their disbursement to the several school districts which 
shall be entitled to receive them according to the appor- 
tionment of the County Superintendent of Common Schools. 
Second. To notify the County Superintendent of Common 
Schools of the amount of county school fund in the county 
treasury subject to apportionment whenever required, and 
to inform said Superintendent of the amount of school 
moneys belonging to any other fund subject to apportion- 
ment. Third. То рау all warrants drawn on county or 
district school moneys in accordance with the provisions of 
this act, whenever such warrants are eountersigned by the 
District Clerk and properly endorsed by the holders. 
Fourth, To make annually, during the month of Septem- 
ber of each year, а financial report for the last preceding 
school and fiscal year, ending with August 31st, to the 
County Superintendent of Common Schools, in such form 
as may be required by him. 


SEC. 8. A County Superintendent of Common Schools 
shall be elected in each organized county in this Territory 
at the general election preceding the expiration of the term 
of office of the present incumbent, and every two years 
thereafter, who shall take (the) office on the first Monday 
in ecember next succeeding his election, and hold for two 
years, or until his successor is elected and qualified. He 
shall take the oath or affirmation of office, and shall give 
an official bond to the county, in a sum to be fixed by the 
Board of County Commissioners of said county. The 
County Commissioners of any county shall, by appoint- 
ment, fill any vacancy that may occur in the office of County 
Superintendent, until the next general election. 

SEC. 9. The County Superintendent shall apportion all 
school moneys to the school districts, in accordance with 
the provisions of this act, quarterly, and he may make 
apportionments at such other times as may be required. or 
deemed necessary for the convenience of school officers. He 
shall certify to the several District Clerks and County 
Treasurer the amounts so apportioned to the several dis- 
tricts, and the Trustees shall draw their warrants on the 
County Treasurer in favor of persons entitled to receive the 
same. Such warrants shall show for what purpose the 
money is required, and no such warrants shall be drawn 
unless there is money in the treasury to the credit of such 
district. 

SEC. 10. The County Superintendent shall have power, 
and it sball be his duty: 1. To visit each school in his 
county atleast once a year. 2. To distribute по ку all 
reports, laws, forms, circulars, and instructions which he 
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may receive for the use of school officers and teachers from 


the Superintendent of Public Instruction. 3. Toreport to 


the Superintendent of Public Instruction, annually, during 
the month of October, for the school year ending August 
31st next preceding, such statistics as may be required of 
him. 4. To examine all persons who may wish to become 
teachers in his county, and if they are competent, and of 
good moral character, he shall give such persons a certifi- 
cate, certifiying the relative standing in each study required 
by law to be taught in the publie schools, and such other 
studies as may be authorized by the Trustees of the distriot 
in which the applicant proposes to teach, and that he orshe 
is qualified to teach in said county. Such certificate shall 
hold good for the term of two years, but may be revoked 
sooner by the Superintendent, for good cause, The Super- 
intendent shall receive the sum of two dollars from all 
teachers examined by him. 5. To enforce the course of 
study adopted by the Territorial Superintendent of Public 
Instruction. 6. To enforce the rules and regulations re- 
quired in the examination of teachers. 7. To keep on file, 
and preserve in his office, the biennial report of the Super- 
intendent of Public Instruction. S. To keep, in a good 
and well-bound book, to be furnished by the County Com- 
missioners, a record of his official acts. 9. To carefully 
preserve all reports of school officers and teachers, and at 
the close of his term of office, deliver to his successor all 
records, books, documents, and papers belonging to the 
office, taking a receipt for the same, which shall be filed in 
the office of the County Clerk. 

SEC. 11. Ifthe County Superintendent fails to make a 
fulland correct report to the Superintendent of Public In- 
struction, of all statements required to be made by law, he 
shall forfeit the sum of one hundred dollars from his salary, 


_and the Board of County Commissioners are hereby author- 
'ized and required to deduct therefrom the sum aforesaid, 


upon information from the Superintendent of Public In- 
struction that such reports have not been made. 

SEC. 12. The County Superintendent shall have power 
to administer oaths and affirmations to School Trustees, 
Agsessors, Collectors, teachers and other persons, in all 
official matters connected with or relating to schools, but 
shall not have power to make or collect any charge or fee 
for so doing. . 

Sec. 18. The County Superintendent shall have power, 
und it shall be his duty, to appoint Trustees and District 
Clerk, for any district which, from any cause, fails to elect 
at the regular time; to appoint Trustees and District Clerk 
to fill vacancies; to appomt Trustees and District Clerk for 


18 APPENDIX. 


any new district—provided, however, that when a new dis- 
trict is organized, such of the Trustees and District Clerks 
of the old. district, as reside within the limits of the new 
one, shall be Trustees and District Clerk of the new one, 
and the vacancies in the old district shall be filled by ap- 
pointment. 

SEO. 14. It shall be the duty of every County Superin- 
tendent to inquire and ascertain whether the boundaries 
of school districts in his county are definitely and plainly 
described in the records of the Board of County Commis- 
sioners, and to keepin his office a full and correct transcript 
of such boundaries. In case the boundaries of districts are 
conflicting or incorrectly described, he shall change, har- 
monize, and describe them, and make a report of such 
action to the Commissioners, and on being ratified by the 
Commissioners, the boundaries and descriptions so made 
shall be the legal boundaries and descriptions of the dis- 
tricts of that county. The County Superintendent shall 
furnish the several District Clerks with descriptions of the 
boundaries of their respective districts. 

Sec. 15. Each County Superintendent, except when 
otherwise provided by statute, shall receive such salary and 
his reasonable traveling expenses, not to exceed ten dollars 

er district, to be estimated and allowed by the Board of 

ounty Commissioners, which shall be paid quarterly out 
of the county general fund in the same manner as other 
county officersare paid. Provided, that such compensation 
shall not exceed the sum of one dollar for each school cen- 
sus scholar in his county, exclusive of traveling expenses, 
and that he shall be allowed, in addition to his salary, a 
sum for postage and expressage, payable out of the county 
school fund, equal to one dollar for each school district in 
his county. 

бес. 16. Forthe purpose of organizing a new district, 
or for the subdivision of, or change in the boundaries of an 
old one, except as provided in section (14) fourteen, at least 
five heads of families must present a petition to the County 
Superintendent, setting forth the boundaries of the new dis- 
trict asked for, or the change in the boundaries desired, 
with the reasons forthe same. The County Superintendent 
shall, after giving due notice to all parties interested, trans- 
mit the petition to the Board of County Commissioners, 
with his approval or disapproval, and such changes in the 
boundaries as he may deem necessary or advisable. The 
Commissioners shall establish the district, as approved by 
the County Superintendent; provided, that by a vote of the 
Board, they may establish the district in accordance with 
the original prayer of the petition, or such other modifica- 
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tion as they may choose to make, or may reject it. In any 

ease of alleged hardship, any head of a family, parent or 
guardian, may make a statement of the facts to the Board 
of Commissioners, and if, in the judgment of the Board, 
good cause be shown for such transfer, he may be transfer- 
red to another district. 


SEC. 17. No new district formed by the subdivision of 
an old one shall be entitled to any share of the public mon- 
eys belonging to the old district until a school has been 
actually commenced in such new district, and unless within 
eight months from the action of the Commissioners a school 
is opened, the action making a new district shall be void, 
and all elections or appointment of Trustees made in conse- . 
quence of such action, and all rights and offices of the par- 
ties so elected or appointed, shall cease and determine; and 
all taxes which may have been levied in such old district 
shall be valid and binding upon the real and personal prop- 
erty of the new district, and shall be collected and paid 
into the school fund of the district. 


SEC. 18. When a new district is formed by the division 
of an. old one, it shall be entitled to a just share of the 
school moneys to the credit of the old district, after the 
payment of all outstanding debts at the time when school 
was actually commenced in such new district; and the 
County Superintendent shall divide and. ора such re- 
maining moneys, and suchas may afterward be apportioned 
to the old district, according to the number of census chil- 
dren resident in each district,- for which purpose he may 
order a census to be taken. 

SEC. 19. Whenever a district is formed lying partly in 
two adjoining counties, the Clerk of the district shall report 
to each County Superintendent the number of children in 
the district residing in his county. In the same manner, 
the Trustees and teacher shall make a distinct and separate 
report of all school statistics; and a teacher’s certificate 
granted by the County Superintendent of one county shall- 
be valid for both counties. : 


SEC. 20. The Board of Trustees of each school district 
shall have custody of all school property belonging to the 
district, and shall have power, in the name of the district, 
or in their own names, às Trustees of the district, to convey 
by deed all the interest of their district in or to any school 
house or lot directed to be sold by vote of the district; and 
all conveyances of real estate made to the district or to the 
Trustees thereof, shall be made to the Board of Trustees of 
ihe district and to their successors in office. Said Board, 
in the name of the district, shall have power to transact 
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all bushiess necessary for maintaining schools and protect-, 
ing the rights of the district: | 
SEC. 21. Ар annual school meeting for the election of 
School Trustees and District Clerks shall be held in each 
district, on the last Saturday in August of each year, at the 
district school house, if there be one, and if there be none, 
at a place to be designated by the Board of Trustees. The 
Trustees shall post written or printed notices thereof, speci- 
tying the day, time, and place of meeting, in at least three 
ов places in the district, one of which shall be the school 
ouse, at least six days previous to the time of meeting; 
but no such notice shall be illegal for the want of due 
notice. All elections shall be held by ballot, and the Trus- 
tees shall have power to determine the hours which the bal- 
lot-box shall be kept open, having given due notice thereof 
in the posted notice of election. Every electorlegally qual- 
ified to vote at any general election, being a resident of the 
school district, and a taxable inhabitant thereof, shall be 
entitled to vote. Any person offering to vote may be chal- 
lenged by any legally qualified elector of the district, and 
the Chairman of the Board of Trustees shall thereupon ad- 
minister to the person challanged an oath, in substance as 
follows: ‘You do swear (or affirm) that уоп are a citizen of 
the United States; that you are twenty-one years of age, 
according to the best of your information and belief; that 
you have resided in this Territory twenty days next pre-. 
ceding this election, and that you are a taxable resident of 
this.school district, and that you have not before voted this 
day." If he shall refuse to take the oath his vote shall be 
rejected, and any person guilty of illegal voting shall be 
unished as буе! in the general election law of this 
erritory. The Trustees shall be the inspectors and judges 
of elections, and if they are not present at the time for open- 
ing the polls, then the electors present may appoint the 
officers of election. A poll and tally list shall be kept by 
the Clerk of the Board of Trustees, and with the exceptions 
mentioned in this section, the election shall be conducted 
as far as practicable in the form and manner of the general 
election. Any one of the old Trustees shall have power to 
administer to any Trustees elect the oath of office, and the 
Clerk of ‘Election shall issue the certificate of election to 
any Trustees elect, who shall forward it, with the oath at- 
tached or endorsed thereon, to the County Superintendent 
of Public Schools. 


SEC. 22. In all organized districts in which elections 
have been previously held, one Trustee shall be elected for 
the term of three years, and if there are vacancies to be fill- 
ed, a sufficient number to fill them for the unexpired terms; 
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and the ballot shall specify the respective fetms for which 
each Trustee is to be elected. In new districts, acting un- 
der Trustees appointed by the County Superintendent, three 
Trustees shall be elected for one, two, and three years res- 
pectively. Trusteeselect shall take office immediately after 
qualifying, and shall hold office until their successors are 
elected and qualified. Any Trustee elect who shall fail to 
qualify within ten days after being elected, shall forfeit all 
right to the office, and the County Superintendent shall ap- 
point to fill the vacancy. 

Sec. 98. Whenever any new district is formed by ordi- 
nance of the Board of Commissioners, within thirty days 
thereafter a special school meeting may be called by notice 
of any three legal voters of said district, and such meeting 
shall be conducted in the manner and form prescribed in 
this act for the annual sehool meetings for the election of 
Trustees. Such new district shall be considered organized . 
whenever any two of the Trustees elected shall have quali- 
fied, and the record of the District Clerk shall be prima 
facie evidence of the legal organization of the district, and 
the district shall be designated by numbers. 


Sec. 94. No district sehool meeting, annual or special, 
shall be organized before nine o'clock А. x., or closed. before 
twelve o'clock xt., or kept open less than one hour; and in 
all districts in which the number of youth and. children be- 
tween four and twenty-one years of age equals.or exceeds 
three hundred, the polls shall be kept open from two o'clock 
P. M, until sunset. 4 

SEC. 25. Itshall be the duty of the District Clerk to 
record ‘all proceedings of the Board in a suitable record- 
book; to record in the same book the proceedings of the 
annual school meetings, or of special school meetings, and 
to keep an aécurate and detailed account of all receipts and 
expenditures of school moneys. At each annual school 
meeting the District Clerk shall present his record-book for 
public inspection, and shall make a statement of the finan- 
cial condition of the district and of the action of the Trus- 
tees; provided, that the record shall be open to the inspec- 
tion of the public. І 

бес. 26. Every Board of Trustees, unless otherwise 
especially provided by law, shall have power, and it shall 
be their duty: First. To employ and, for sufficient cause. 
dismiss teachers, mechanics and laborers, and to fix, alter, 
allow, and. order paid their salaries and compensation. 
Second, To enforce the rules and general regulations of the 
Territorial Superintendent of Public Instruction for the 
government of school pupils and teachers, and to enforce 
the course of study adopted in pursnance of Territorial 
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law. Ута. To provide and pay for school furniture and 
apparatus, and such other articles, materials, and supplies 
as may be necessary for school use, or for the use of the 
School Board. Fourth. To suspend or expel pupils from 
school, and in cities or large towns to exclude from school 
pupils under six years of age where the interests of the 
school require such exclusion. Fifth. To rent, furnish, 
repair and insure school houses. Sixth. To build or remove 
school houses and purchase or sell school lots, when the 
Trustees may be directed by a vote of the district so to do. 
Seventh. To purchase personal property, and to receive, 
lease, and hold in fee, in trust for their district, town, or 
city, any and all real or personal property for the benefit 
of the schools thereof. Hight. To provide books for indi- 
gent children, on the written statement of the teacher that 
the parents of such children are not able to purchase them. 
Ninth. To require all pupils to be furnished with suitable 
books as a condition of membership in the school. Tenth. 
To exclude from school and school libraries all books, 
tracts, papers, or catechism of a sectarian or political char- 
acter. Hleventh. To require every teacher to keep a school 
register. Twelfth. To require teachers to make such annu- 
al reports as may be required by the Superintendent of Pub- 
lic Instruction. Thirteenth. To make an annual report 
during the month of September of each year, for the school 
year next preceding, to the County Superintendent, in the 
manner and form and on the blanks prescribed by the 
Superintendent of Public Instruction. Fourteenth. To 
make a report, whenever debe directly to the Territorial 
Superintendent of Public Instruction, of the text-books 
used in their schools. 


SEC. 27. Itshall bethe duty of the District Clerk t 
take annually, between the twentieth and thirtieth days o 
November of each year, an exact census of all children an 
youth over four and under twenty-one years of age, resid 
ing in the district, and shall specify the number and sex o 
such children, and the names of their parents or guardians 
He shall state specifically and poner a census of a 
children under four years of age, and shall specify the num} 
ber and sex of such children; and all children who may b 
absent from home, attending boarding-schools and privat 
seminaries of learning, shall be included by the Distric 
Clerk in the census list of the city, town, or district in whic 
their parents reside, and shall not be taken by the Distric 
Clerk of the city; town or district where they may be at 
tending such pue institution of learning. He shall mak 
a full report thereof, on blanks furnished for that purpos 
under oath, to the County Superintendent, on or before th 
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first day of December thereafter, and deliver à copy to the 

School Trustees. The District Clerk shall be paid by the 

Board of Trustees from the county school money to the 

credit of the district, in the same manner as other contin- 

p expenses are paid, at a rate not exceeding ten cents 

or each name returned by him. 

SEC. 28. The District Clerk of each district shall pro- 
vide all school supplies authorized by.this act, and shall 
keep the school house in repair during the time school is 
taught therein, and shall keep an accurate record of all ex- 
penses by him on account of the school, which account 
shall be audited by a majority of the Board of Trustees,: 
and paid out of the county school moneys of the district. 

SEC. 29. Any Board of Trustees shall be liable as 

| Trustees, in the name of the district, for any judgment 
against the district, for any salary due any teacher on con- 
tract, and for all debts legally due, contracted under the 
PEOP Ou of this act, and they shall pay such judgment or 
iability out of the school moneys to the credit of such dis- 
trict. 

SEO. 30. Any Board of Trustees shall have power to 
make arrangements with the Trustees of any adjoining dis- 
trict for the attendance of such children in the school of 
ither district as may be best accommodated therein, and 
to transfer the school moneys due, by apportionment, to 

cn Sens to the district in which they may attend 
chool. 

SEC. 31. Every school, unless otherwise provided by 
pecial law, shall be open for the admission of all children 
ebween five and twenty-one years of age residing in that 
cHool district, and the Board of Trustees shall have power 
o admit adults and children not residing in the district, 

henever good reasons exist for such exception. 

SEC. 32. All schools shall be taught in the English lan- 
uage. and instruction shall be given in the following 
ranches, viz.: reading, writing, orthography, arithmetic, 
eography, English grammar, and history of the United 
tates; and such other studies as may be deemed necessary, 
ay be authorized by the Trustees of the district. Instruc- 
ion shall be given during the entire school course, in man- 
ers and morals, and laws of health, and due attention 
all be given to such physical exercises for the pupils as 
ay be conducive to health and vigor of body as well as 
ind, and to the ventilation and temperature of the school 
oms. 

SEC. 33. The education of children of African descent 
all be provided forin separate schools. Upon the written 
plication of the parents and guardians of at least ten such 
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children to any Board of Trustees, a separate school shall | 
be established for the education of such children, and the į 
education ofa less number may be provided for by the | 
‘Trustees in separate schools in any other manner, and the | 
same laws, rules and regulations which apply to schools | 
for white children, shall apply to schools for colored chil- | 
dren. 

Suc. 94. No bogks, tracts, papers, eatechisms, or other | 
publications of a partisan, sectarian, or denominational 
character shall be used or distributed in any schools; neither | 
shallany political, sectarian, or denominational doctrine | 
be taught therein; and any schoo] district, the officers of | 
which shall knowingly allow any school to be taught in| 
violation of these provisions, shall forteit all right to any 
county apportionment of school moneys, and upon satisfac- 
tory evidence of such violation, the County Superintendent | 
shall withhold its county apportionment. { 

SEC. 39. The school day shall be six hours in length, I 
exclusive of an intermission at noon, but any Board off 
Trustees may fix as the sehool-day a less number of hours] 
than six, provided it be not less than four, for any primary 
school under their charge, and any teacher may dismiss any 
and all scholars under eight years of age in any incorporat-] 
ed village, town, or city, after an attendance of four hours] 
a day, exclusive of an Intermission at noon. 


Sec. 86. АП pupils who may be attending public 


fence, or out-building thereof, shall be liable to Suspension 
and punishment, and the parents or guardian of such pupil 
shall be liable for damages, on complaint of the teacher or 
Trustees. 

бис. 87. Every teacher employed in any public sehoolf 
shall make an annual report to the County Superintendent, 
on or before September ist next after the close of each 
school year, in the form and manner and on the blanks pref 
scribed by the Superintendent of Public Instruction. AJ 
duplicate of such report shall be furnished to the Distric 
Clerk. Any teacher who shall end any school term before 
the close of the school year shall make a report to the 
County Superintendent immediately after the close of suc 
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| term; and any teacher who may be teaching any school at 
| the close of the school year shall, in his or her annual re- 
| port, include all statistics from the school register for the 
| entire school year, notwithstanding any previous report 
| for a part of the year. Teachers shall make such addition- 
| .al reports as may be required in pursuance of law, by the 
| Territorial Superintendent of Public Instruction. No 
i Board of Trustees shall draw any order or warrant, for the 
| salary of any teacher for the last month of his or her serv- 
| ices, until the reports herein required shall have been made 
| and received. 

| SEC. 38 Every teacher shall keep a school register in 
| the manner provided therefor, and no Board of Trustees 
| shall draw any warrant for the salary of any teacher for the 
| last month of his or her services in school, at the end of 
| any term or year, until they shall have received a certificate 
from the Distriet Clerk that the said register has been prop- 
erly kept, the summaries made and the statisties entered, or 
until, by personal examination, they shall. have satisfied 
themselves that it has been done. Teachers shall faithfully 
enforce in school the course of study and the regulations 
prescribed in pursuance of law; and if any teacher shall 
willfully refuse, or neglect to comply with such requisition, 
then the Board of Trustees shall be authorized to withhold 
any warrant for salary due, until such teacher shall comply 
therewith. No teacher shall be entitled to draw for salary 
on school moneys unless such teacher shall be employed by 
a majority of the Trustees, nor unless the holder of a legal 
county teacher's certificate in full force and effect. 


SEC, 89. In every contract, whether written or verbal, 
between any teacher and any Board of Trustees, a school 
month shall be construed and taken to be twenty school 
days, or four weeks of five school days each, and no teach- 
er shall be required to teach school on Saturdays, the fourth 
day of July, the first day of January, and Christmas-day, 
and no deduction from the teacher’s time or wages shall be 
made by reason of the fact thata school day happens to be 
one of the days referred to in this section as a day on 
which school shall not be taught. Any contract made in 
violation of the provisions of this section shall have no force 
or effect as against the teacher. 


| Бес. 40. Every teaeher shall have power to hold every 
pus to a strict accountability, in school, for any disorder- 
Jy conduct on the way to or from school, or on the grounds 
lof the school, or during intermission or recess; to suspend 
from school any pupil for good cause. Provided, that 
such suspension shall be reported by the teacher to the 
| 

| 


^ 
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Trustees as soon as practicable, and their decision shall be 
final. 

SEC. 41. Itshallbe the duty of all teachers to endeavor 
to impress on the minds of their pupils the principles of 
morality, truth, justice, and patriotism; to teach them to 


avoid idleness, profanity and falsehood, and to instruct · 


them in the principles of a free government, and to train 
them up to a true comprehension of the rights, duties, and 
dignity of American citizenship. . 

SEC. 42. The principal of all moneys accruing to this 
Territory from the sale of any lands which may hereafter 
be given by the Congress of the United States for school 
purposes, shall constitute an irreducible fund, the interest 
accruing from which shall be annually divided among all 
the school districts of the Territory, proportionally to the 
number of youths or children in each between the ages of 
four and twenty-one years, for the support of common 
schools in said districts, aud for no other use or purpose 
whatever. 

Src. 48. For the purpose of establishing and maintain- 
ing common schools, it shall be the duty of the County 
Commissioners of each county to lay an annual tax of not 
less than three nor more than five mills on the dollar on all 
taxable property within their respective counties, as shown 
by the assessment rolls made by the County Assessor for 
the same year, and to include the same in their warrant to 
the Collector, and the said Collector shall proceed to collect 
the said tax in the same manner as the other county tax is 
collected; and the said money so collected shall be paid 
over to the County Treasurer, to be drawn in the manner 


rescribed in this act; neither shall it be lawful for any | 


ounty Treasurer to receive’ county orders in payment of 
"eounty school tax, nor to pay out any school money on 
county orders, For the further support of common schools, 
there shall be set apart by the County Treasurer all mon- 
eys paid into the county treasury arising from fines for a 
breach of any law regulating license for the sale of intoxi- 
cating liquors, or for keeping of bowling alleys or billiard 
saloons, or of any penal laws of this Territory. Such mon- 
eys shall be forthwith paid into the county treasury by the 
officer receiving the same, and be added to the yearly 
school fund raised by tax in each county, and divided in 
the same manner. | 
Src. 44. (That it shall be the duty) of the Clerks of the 
several counties of the Territory to make a report to the 
County Superintendent of Common Schools within their 
counties, during the month of September of each year, of 
the school tax levied, and the assessed valuation of (their) 
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counties for that year, and it shall be the duty of the Clerk 
of the District Court, at the close of every term thereof, to 
report to the County Superintendent of the county in which 
said term shall have been holden, whether or not any fines, 
and if any, what ones, wereimposed by the said court dur- 
ing the said term, and that it be the duty of the Probate 
Judges and of all the Justices of the Peace to report to the 
.County Superintendent of their respective counties, during 
the month of September of each year, whether or not they 
have imposed and collected any fines during the preceding 
year, and if any, what ones, with the date at which the 
same were paid to the County Treasurer; and all officers 
mentioned in this act who shall fail or neglect to perform 
any ofthe duties required by this act, shall be deemed. 
guilty of a misdemeanor, and upon conviction before any 
court having competent jurisdiction thereof, shall be fined 
inanysum not less than twenty dollars and not more than one 
hundred dollars for each neglect, and such fine shall be 
paid into the county treasury for the benefit of common 
schools in said county. " 

Sec. 45. Whenever the interests of the district require 
it, the Board of Trustees may establish a high school, em- 
ploy a principal teacher and subordinate teachers, and 
grade the school into departments and classes. 


SEC. 46. The Board of Trustees of any district may, 
when in their judgment it is advisable, submit to the quali- 
fied. electors of the district the question whether a tax shall 
be raised to furnish additional school facilities for said dis- 
trict, or to maintain any school or schools in such district, 
or for building one or more school houses, or for removing 
or building additions to one already built, or for the pur- 
chase of globes, maps, charts, books of reference, and other 
appliances or apparatus for teaching, or for any or all these 
purposes. Such election shall be called by posting notices 
in three of the most public places in the district for at least 
twenty days; said notices shall contain the time and place 
of holding the election, the amount of money proposed to 
be raised, and the purpose or purposes for which it is in- 
tended to be used. The Trustees shall act as Judges to 
conduct the election, and it shall be held in all other re- 
spects as nearly as practicable in conformity with the 
general election law. At such election the ballots shall 
contain the words, (tax, yes," or ‘ах, no." Ifa major- 
ity of the votes castare "tax, yes,” the officers of the election 
shall certify the fact to the District Clerk, who shall at once 
proceed to сору from the last assessmentroll of the County 
` Assessor the list of property liable to taxation situated in 
or owned by residents of his district, and shall deliver the 
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same to the Board of Trustees, who may allow him a rea- 
sonable compensation therefor out of the proceeds of said 
tix, said compensation not to exceed six dollars per day. 
The Trustees shall, upon receiving the roll, deduct ten per 
cent. therefrom for anticipated delinquencies, and then by 
dividing the sum voted, together with the estimated cost of 
assessing and collecting added thereto, by the remainder 
of the roll, ascertain the rate per cent. required, and the 
rate so ascertained (using the full cent on each one hundred 
dollars in place of any fraction), shall be and is hereby 
levied and assessed to, on. or against the persons or prop- 
erty named or described in said roll, and it shall be à lien 
on all sueh property until the tax is paid; and said tax, if 
not paid within the time limited within the next section for 
its payment, shall be recovered by suit in the same manner, 
and with the same costs, as delinquent Territorial and 
county taxes. The Trustees, upon receiving any assess- 
ment roll from the Distriet Clerk, shall give five days notice 
thereof, by posting a notiee in three publie places in the 
distriet, and shall sit for at least one day asa Board of 
Equalization, at such time and place as shall have been 
named in said posted notices, and they shallhave the same 
poweras County Boards of Equalization to makeany ehange 
in said assessment roll. 

Src. 47. As soon as the rate of taxation has been de- 
termined, as provided iu thelast preceding section, the 
Trustees shall certify the same to the County Clerk, who 
shall extend the same wpon the general assessment-roll of 
the county, and certify the same to the County Treasurer. 
who shall proceed to collect the tax in the same manner 
and at the same time, and with the same power and author- 
ity to enforce payment of same as in the ease of county and 
Territorial taxes. The County Treasurer shall place any 
tax so collected to the credit of the district to which it De- 
longs, and shall receive as compensation for collecting the 
same such sum, not more than five per cent. of the tax col- 
lected, as may be allowed by the County Commissioners ; 
said compensation to be paid from the amount of said dis- 
triet tax so collected. 


Sec. 48. АП school moneys apportioned by County 
Superintendents of Common Schools shall be apportioned 
to the several districts in proportion to the number of school 
census children between four and twenty-one years of age, 
asshown by the returns of the District Clerk for the preced- 
ing school year. Provided, that Indian children, who are 
not living under the guardianship of white persons, shall not 
be included in the apportionment list. 

SEC. 49. County sehool moneys may be used by the 
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County Superintendent and Trustees for the various pur- 
poses as authorized and provided in this aet, and for no 
other purpose. 

SEC. 50. No school district shall be entitled to receive 
any apportionment of county school moneys uuless the 
teacher employed in the schools of such districts shall hold 
legal certificates of fitness for the occupation of teaching, 
in full force and effect. | " 

Sec. 51. No school district shall be entitled to receive 
any apportionment of county school moneys which shall 
not have maintained a free publie school for at least three 
months during the preceding school year. Provided, that 
any new district formed by the division of an old one shall 
be entitled to its apportionment, where the time that school 
was maintained in the old district before division and in 
the new one after division shall be equal to at least three 
months. 

SEC. 02. When any school officer is supereeded by 
election or otherwise, he shall immediately deliver to his 
- Successor in office all books, papers, and moneys pertaining 
to his office; and every such officer who shall refuse to do 
so, or who shall willfully mutilate or destroy any such 
books or papers, or any part thereof, or who shall misapply 
any moneys intrusted to him by virtue of his office, shall 
be guilty of a misdemeanor, and shall be punished by a fine, 
in the diseretion of the court, not exeeeding one hundred 
dollars. ` 

SEC. 58. Every person elected or appointed to any office 
mentioned in this aet shall, before entering upon the dis- 
eharge of the duties thereof, take an oath to support the 
Constitution of the United States, the Organie Act of this 
Territory, and to promote the interests of education, and 
faithfully discharge the duties of his office according to the 
best of his abilities. In case such officer has a written ар- 
-poimtment or commission, his oath shall be endorsed there- 
on; otherwise it may be taken orally. In either case itmay 
be sworn to before any officer authorized to administer 
oaths; and school officers are hereby authorized to admin- 
ister all oaths relative to school business appertaining to 
their respective offices without charge or fee. 

Sec. 54. No School Trustee or other school officer shall 
be directly or indirectly interested in any contract made 
by the Board of which he is a member; and any contract 
made in violation of this provision shall be null and void. 

Sec, 55. All fines and penalties not otherwise provided 
for in this act, shall be eolleeted by an action in any court 
of competent jurisdiction, and shall be paid into the county 
school fund immediately after collection. 
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Src. 56. Any parent, guardian, or other person whol 
shall upbraid, insult or abuse any teacher in the presence 
of the school, shall be deemed guilty of a misdemeanor, and} 
liable to a fine of not less than ten dollars nor more thanf 
one hundred dollars. ; 

SEC. 07. Any person who shall willfully disturb any 
publie school or any publie school meeting, shall be guilty! 
of a misdemeanor, and liable to a fine of not less than ten} 
nor more than one hundred dollars. A 

Sec. 58. In case any District Clerk shall fail to takej 
the census provided in this act at the proper time, and 11, 
through such neglect, the district shall fail to receive 115 
apportiontment of school moneys, said District Clerk shallj 

tbe individually liable to the district for the full amount во] 
*lost, and it may be recovered, in a suit brought by апу] 
‘citizen of such district, in the name of and for the benefit] 
Y of the district. - 
-4 Бес. 69. АП eases of disputes, in relation to schoolf 
i matters not properly belonging to courts of justice, may Del 
a referred first to the County Superintendent, and appealed 
UY to ~~ Territorial Superintendent, whose decision shall be 
-~ final. | 
Sxc..60. The school year shall begin on the first day of 
September, and end ou the last day of August. 
- Sec. 61. All printing or binding required under this act 
shall be executed in the form and manner, and at the prices 
of other Territorial printing, and shall be paid in like man 
ner, out of the general fund of the-Territory. | 
Sec. 02 This act shall be known and referred to as the 
Montana School Law, and no other title or reference shall 
be necessary. i 
Sec. 08. "That an aet to provide for а system of common 
schools, approved January 12, 1872, and all acts and party 
of acts conflicting herewith, are hereby repealed. 
Sree. 04, This act shall take effect and be in force fron 
and after its passage. | 

G. W. STAPLETON, 
President of the Council. 

J. H. ROGERS, 

sepeaker of House of Representatives. 
APPROVED, February 18, 1874. 
B. F. POTTS, Governor. 


(x 


РА 
Loe ба 


2 Deed elk a 


x 
JH La DIM Ae 02 


APPENDIX. . 31 
AN АСТ FOR THE BENEFIT OF COMMON SCHOOLS. 


| Be tt enacted by the Legislative Assembly of the Territory 
of Montana. 


' Бестіох 1. That all moneys arising from the sale of 
< town lots under and by virtue of the several acts of the 
| Legislative Assembly of the Territory of Montana, relating 
| to town sites, that now are, or that may hereafter come into 
i the hands of any Probate Judge, or the corporate authori- 
{ ties of any city or town of this Territory, shall be paid into 
| the county treasury of the county, for the use and benefit 
| of the common schools of the school district in which such 
| town or city is situated, to be used as provided for in this 
| act. 

[ SEC. 2. The County Treasurers of the several counties 
P of this Territory shall transfer all moneys so paid into said 
| treasury as provided for in section one of this act, or that 
| may now be in such treasury, derived from said source, to 
{ the school fund of the school district in which such town is 
i situated, which shall be paid out on the order of the School 
| Trustees of such district, as provided for in section three of 
| this aet; and which said moneys shall be, by said Treasurer, 
| seb apart as а special fund for the purpose of building and 
Efurnishing school houses, and shall be used for such pur- 
i pose alone, unless otherwise ordered as provided for in this 
pact. 7 


| SEC. 9 The School Trustees of any school district are 
i hereby authorized to draw warrants on said fund, named 
Lin sections one and two of this act, for the purpose of build- 
[ing and furnishing a school house in such place in the town 
for city from the sale of whose lots such fund arose, as they 
[may designate, which said warrants or orders shall specify 
ithe fund on which the same are drawn, and for what pur- 
| pose drawn. 


| SEC, 4. That said fund may be used for general school 
| purposes, if the majority of qualified voters of such district 
f shall so elect; and upon the written request of any fifty of 
| the qualified voters of such district, presented to such Trus- 
i tees, for such purpose, said Trustees shall order an election 
therefor, at which election said Trustees shall prepare the 
| form of the ballot to be used at such election, and notice 
| of the election shall be given and the same conducted as 
i other elections provided for the several school districts 
i under the general school laws of the Territory; and that 
| when any warrant is во drawn on such fund for other pur- 
| poses than the building and furnishing of а school house, 
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said warrant shall so specify that it was pursuant to an 
election held for such purpose. 
APPROVED, February 15, 1877. 


AN ACT TO AUTHORIZE THE HOLDING OF COUNTY 
TEACHERS INSTITUTE, 


Be it enacted by the Legislutive Assembly of the Territory | 
of Montana. | 


SECTION 1. That the County Superintendent of Com- 
mon Schools in any county in this Territory, containing ten | 
or more than ten organized school districts. 1083. when he | 
believes that the educational interests af his county would | 
be promoted thereby, hold annually a Teachers’ Institute, 
at such time as may be agreed upon between him and the 
Territorial Superintendent, and such Institute shall continue 
in session not less than two nor more than five dass. Tle | 
shall give at least ten days notice of the time and place of | 
holding such Institute, by publication in some newspaper | 
published in the county, if there he oae: if not, by one 
written notice to each qualified tereher in the county. | 

SEC. 2. It shall be the duty of all teachers engaged in 
the county, and of all persons holding certificates, to attend | 
such Institute and participate in the exercises thereof; and | 
all teachers who may have charge of schools at the time of | 
holding the annual Institute, shall adjourn their sehools for | 
the time during which the Institute shall be held. 

SEC. 9. All teachers who may adjourn sehool for the 
purpose of attending any annual Institute, shall be allowed 
the same pay while in aetual attendance, as when teaching. 
and the County Superintendent shall eertify to the number 
of days’ attendance of each teacher, and the Trustees of 
the several districts shall count them as so many days law- 
fully employed. 

. SEC. 4. The County Superintendent of Common Schools | 
shall provide a building, fuel, lights, stationery, janitor's 
_ services, and all things necessary for the holding of the 

Institute, and shall present an itemized account of such ex- 
penses, not to exceed. twenty-five dollars, to the Board of 
County Commissioners, andit shall be paid from the school 
fund of the county. 

Src. 5. This act shall take effect and be in force from 
and after its passage. 

APPROVED, February 16, 1877. 
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FORMS FOR PROCEEDINGS UNDER MON- 
TANA SCHOOL LAW. 


Form No. 4. 


FORM OF NOTICE OF ANNUAL MEETING, SEC. 22 SCHOOL LAW. 


Noticr.—The Annual Meeting of School District No. 

,0 County, for the election of District 
Officers, and for the transaction of such other business as 
may lawfully come before it, will be held on the last Satur- 
day in August, 187 , at the District School House, (if there 
he one, else in place to be designated by Trustees.) 

1 The Polls will be open beween the hours of 

an ‘ 7 


Dated ,187 . — ——— 


School Trustees. 


[ REX ARES, —Trustees must cause this notice to be post- 
ed in three of the most public places in district —the school 


; house being one—six days prior to meeting. Meeting legal 


without due notice. Election by ballot. Every taxable 
resident of district qualified to vote at general election. 
entitled to vote at this election, Trustees act as judges; 
Clerks keep tally-lists. For form of oath, in case of chal- 
lenge, see section 21. No school meeting shall be opened 


| before 9 A. M., or closed before 12 m., or kept open less than 
| one hour. In districts of three hundred children, polls 
must be kept open from 2 Р. x. till sunset.] 
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Form No. .Z 
FORM OF NOTICE OF SPECIAL SCHOOL MEETING UNDER SEC. 


24 SCHOOL LAW IN NEW DISTRICTS. 


Notice is hereby given to the qualified electors of School | 
District No. У County. that there will be | 
a special School meeting for election of Trustees and Clerk | 
of said District, at ‚ on the day § 
of 187 , between the hours of i 


Dated, 187 


Three legal voters of said district. 


ee 


en —— — apne ——— 


[REMARKS.—The foregoing notice seems to be provided | 
for cases where there is dissatisfaction with appointments | 
made by County Superintendent. Judges of Election and | 
Clerk must be chosen by electors before balloting begins— | 
in all other respects must follow forms of annual election. | 
This special meeting must be called within thirty days after { 
district ja formed, if at all.] 


Form No. $. 


FORM OF NOTICE OF DISTTICT ELECTION UNDER SECTION 47 
SCHOOL LAW, FOR VOTING TAX TO MAINTAIN SCHOOL, BUILD 
SCHOOL HOUSE AND OTHER PURPOSES. | 


Notice is hereby given to the qualified electors of School 
District No. А County, that an elec- 
tion will be held on the | day of next, 
at the School House in said district (or at some other place, 
if there is no school house), at which will be submitted the 
question of voting a tax to furnish additional school facili- 
ties (or to do either of the things mentioned in Sec. 47). 

It will be necessary to raise the sum of $ for this 
or these purposes. 
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c5 
or 


The polls will be opened between the hours of 
and 
Dated, ` 187 


School District Trustees. 


|RemMARKs.—This notice must be posted like notices of 
other elections, but twenty days; instead of six, before the 
day of election. Election conducted in the same manner as 
others. ] - 


Ёогт No. Ay 


CERTIFICATE OF ELECTION OF TRUSTEE OR CLERK OF SCHOOL 
DISTRICT. 


To Р „of . Greeting: 

This is to certify, that at а regular (or special) school 
meeting of School District No. , of County, held 
at the School House of said. District, 187 , you 
wasduly elected to fill the office of Trustee (or Clerk) for 
- the term of | from the time you shall quality 

according to law, provided that be within ten days from 
date of election. 


Clerk of District School Meeting. 


ReMARKS.—This certificate with oath of office indorsed 
thereon, signed and sworn to before some person competent 
to administer oaths, must be sent to the County Superin- 
tendent. See section 22 School law, last аар 


OATH OF OFFICE—SEE SCHOOL LAW SEC. 54. 


I do solemnly swear (or affirm) that I will support the 
Constitution of the United States and the Organic Act of. 
Montana Territory, and that І will, according to the best of 
my ability, promote the interests of education, and faithfully 
discharge the duties of for School District No. , 
of County, Montana, during the term for which I 
have been elected (or appointed), so ‘help me God, 
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Subscribed and sworn to before me this day, | 
of . 187. 


"RexARES.--This oath may be taken before any school | 
officer or other person competent to administer oaths. ] 
M 


Form Ne, 5. 


FORM OF COUNTY SUPERINTENDENT'S RECEIPTS UNDER SEC. | 

10, CLAUSE 9, SCHOOL LAW. | 

Received of , this day | 

of 187 . all records, books, documents, and | 

papers required to be delivered under Sec. 10. Montana 
Sehool Law. 


— 


Supt. Common Schools, County. 


[RexamEs.—The retiring Superintendent must file this 
receipt with County Clerk. | ` 


Form No. 6. 


TRUSTEE'S WARRANT ON COUNTY TREASURER UNDER SEC. 9, 
SCHOOL LAW. 


NO. 187 
The County Treasurer of County, Mon- 
tana, will pay to or order, the sum 
of dollars, out of school moneys apportioned 
to - School District No. о? said Coun- 
ty. This warrant is issued on account of services rendered 
by said (Here insert nature of 


services rendered. 


— .——— 


— 


Trustees of School Dist. No. , County. 


[ReMARKS.— Trustees werrants must be countersigned 
by District Clerk, and no warrant shall be drawn unless 
there is money in the treasury to credit of the district. ] 


7 
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Form No. 7. 
APPOINTMENT SCHOOL TRUSTEES AND OLERKS. 


By the power vested in me by Sec. 13, Montana School 
Law, I hereby appoint , Trustee (or Olerk) 
for School District No. , in the county of ; 
Montana, and I do authorize and empower him to hold said 
office and perform the duties thereof until some person is 
elected and qualified thereto according to law: having first 
taken the oath of office required by law. 


County Supt. Common Schools, County. 
N 
| BxxanRnxs.— This power is given to County Superintend- 
ent to fill all offices in School Districts when vacancies 
occur from any cause. and in new districts till an election 
is held.] 


Form No. 8. 


AGREEMENT BETWEEN SCHOOL TRUSTEES AND TEACHER. 


This agreement, made and entered this day 
of ‚ D. 187 , between : 
party of the first part, and Common School Trustees of 
School District No. of County, Montana, par- 
ties of the second part, wiénesseth, That the said 

, who holds a legal certificate as Teacher for said 
County, hereby agrees for the consideration hereinafter 
stated, to teach the school in said District, for the term of 
. commencing on the day of 
187 , and further agrees to enforce the rules and regula- 
tions prescribed by the Superintendent of Public Instruc- 
tion of said Territory, and to adopt the prescribed series of 
text-books and course of study, and to keep the Register 
and make the returns required by law; and the parties of 
the second part hereby agree to pay the said 
for such services duly and faithfully rendered, the sum of 
dollars for each and every month of twenty 
school days, in the manner following, to wit: by drawing 
their order upon the County Treasurer of said County, to 
be paid out of any school moneys іп the County Treasury 


2 
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standing to the eredit of said District (or otherwise. as the 
ase may he. 
In witness whereof, the said parties of both parts have} 
hereto set their hands and seals at the date hereinbeforel 
mentioned. | 
[SEAL ] —— 


Teacher. 
[3EAL. | —— ——— 
[SAL | — ——- 
[ SEAL. | —— ——— 
Trustees of Dist. No. . County. 


Form No, 9. 


FORM OF LEASE FOR PREMISES FOR SCHOOL HOUSE PROVIDED 
FOR IN SAME SECTION. 


Know all men by these presents that, А. 

B . of the County of and Terri 
tory of Montana, of the first part, for the consideration 
hereinafter mentioned, does hereby lease unto School Dis 
trict No.  , of the County and Territory aforesaid, part; 
of the second part and their assigns, the following described 
parcel of land, to wit: (here insert description of premisey 
by metes and bounds,) with all the privileges and appur 
tenances thereunto belonging: to have and to hold the samg 
for and during the term of years from the 

day of ‚ A. D. 187 . And said party of the second 
part, for themselves and their assigns, do covenant and 
agree to pay the said party of the first part for the sai 


premises the annual rent of dollars. 
In testimony whereof, the said parties have hereunt 
get their hands and seals, this day of 
A. D. 187 
! ат 
А . B ; [85Ar.] 
Lessor., 
| C D 
E Е [SEAL.] 


Signed and sealed in presence of 


P 
р 


a 


: x H 
Trustees of School Dist. No. , County. 
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[RExARES.—lt will often be better to lease than pur- 
chase, till distriets become populous and permanently set- 
tled, but if lease is for short term, no permanent structure 
should be erected without reserving right to remove build- 
ings at епа ofterm. Leases should be executed in dupli- 
cate, and, if for longer term than one year, become “ con- 
veyances^' under our law, and should be acknowledged 
and recorded as deeds. | 


Ferm No. 40, 


| FORM OF DEED FOR PURCHASE OF PREMISES FOR SCHOOL 
HOUSE WHEN TRUSTEES ARE DIRECTED BY VOTE OF DIS- 
TRICT—SEE SEC. 27, CLAUSE 6, MONTANA SCHOOL LAW. 


Know all men by these presents that A 

‚ала C D 
his wife, of the County of and Territory of 
Montana, party of the first part, for and in consideration 
of the sum of dollàrs to them paid by the Board 
of Trustees of School District No. , of the County and 
Territory aforesaid, the receipt whereof is hereby aeknowl- 
edged, do hereby grant. bargain, sell, and convey to said 
School District No. , the party of the second part, and 
their assigns forever, the following described parcel of land, 
namely: (here insert description by metes and. bounds), to- 
gether with all the privileges and appurtences thereunto 
belonging; to have and to hold the same to the said second 
party, and their assigns forever. And the said party of 
the first part, for themselves, and their heirs, executors, 
and administrators, do covenant, bargain and agree to and 
with said party ofthe second part and their assigns, that 
at the time of the ensealing and delivery of these presents, 
they were well seized of the premises above conveyed as of 
an absolute and indefeasible estate of inheritance in the 
law, in fee-simple, and that the said premises are free from : 
all incumbrances whatever, and that they will forever war- 
rant and defend the title, and quiet and peaceable posses- 
sion of the same to said second party and their assigns, 
against all persons lawfully claiming or to claim the whole 
or any part thereof. 
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In testimony whereof, said parties of the first part have 


hereunto set their hands and seals, this day 
of A. D. 187 | 
Signed, sealed, and delivered in presence of | беа]. | 


| [Seal] 


[This deed should be acknowledged and recorded as other 
deeds. ] 


Form No. 44. 


NOTICE TO COUNTY SUPERINTENDENT OF A VACANOY IN 
BOARD OF TRUSTEES. 


To County Superintendent. 
Sir: You are hereby notified that a vacancy now exists 
in the Board of Trustees of School Dist. No. . in the 
County of , through (here state the cause of th 
vacancy), Which you are requested to fill by appointment. 
Dated this day of ‚187. 


ee 


District Clerk. 


| Rewarxs.—The above notice should be sent to the 
County Superintendent as soon as the vacancy exists. 1 
the office of District Clerk is vacant it should be sent by 
one of the Trustees. ] 


" 


Form No. 42, 

TRUSTEES’ REPORT TO COUNTY SUPERINTENDENT., 
Report of Trustees of School District No. ; County, Montana, for the year ending 
August 31, A. D. 187 , as required by Section 26, Montana School Law, to be returned to County 
Superintendent on or before October Ist, each year. 
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Wholenumber-of persons of school age in District ....-... РИА 


Amount to credit of District beginning of уеаг...................[........и. 
Amount apportioned to District by County Superintendent... eese] seoecteeoes |} Whole number who bave attended during уевт.........,......... ener nnn 
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Amount realized from any other В0ШГСб..... +... nennen eren nnne |} IB Your school furnished with dictionary, charts, apparatus, or either of them, 

Amount expended tor Teacher s Wages. us duce ddl PETS and which А > 
00 eee ewe dabáithabhee.u bpseetpbaveceo ao^ рево воан v»924*5»o9»Ug2a th аваа воне sae 
Amoun er nte oe M po ШЕ or ог rep p rug or Ten PEE eu leases, [| DO you allow ofherghan formerly prescribed Text-Books to be иѕвй........... 
Amount expended for school apparatus. maps, ‘charts. “diction Are all scholars attending furnished with suitable booK8....-.. eese nnne 

ATION; БКО. сз. tae annette КАТ tttm feoseeetevare |) Are any scholars prevented from attending from want of ®ооЁв........... + 

o n t MERE КАДР е E 
Amount exper i for hooks for indigent children Poa NEN tae elites ,,, || Do you require every teacher to haye a proper pee: keep a register, and 
Rate of wages per month to female teachers... Vue tes weews ТООЛУ make reports as required by 13л]............, ........ eene tbt 
Présent value of school buildings in Distriot,. ...... Eo» seteresfasserejocesss || How often do you visit and inspect the ECHOOL).» (eec iene 
Present value of furniture, apparatus and other property... vennero. [i State Condition of ёоћоої, whether flourishing and improving, or ‘stationery or 
Gash in Treasury to credit of District ппехрепйей,............. ..}.....],.... retrograding....«.... er ener келинро ertett о ntn rhet rennen 


RHMARES. 


i 


+ 


/————————— 


Me Lam ipi! i луб обат ааа. асва Nat cupri pap rerit terii. байтда матыве ва nko тд Mee ete drm өчө | 


pee 


ранней 

The undersigned, Trustees of School Distridt NO... ............ eene eene cess s o COUntY М, Ti, hereby certify that the foregoing report of 

the affairs and condition of anid schoolfor year ending August 81, 187... „ів true and correct; and that true answers nave beon made to interrogatories 
therein contained. ^n T ГК КОЛО ОКУС Г, 


а 


ААЛА 6 Yossoteovttee go 


Dated this. esse esee day OL else inea Ae De 187 PUR EET CRT PSU TTC UE Y NEA 
: Trustees School District Nos. ..... 


Ф 


хІамяаат 


А 


42 APPENDIX. 
Form No, 43. 


TEACHERS’ REPORT. 


Teacher's report of the Public Schools in District No.: 

‚іп the county of , Montana,- from 

the < day of , 187 , to the 
day of ‚ 187 . : 


—— (€ € Soma Tu = 


MRNA res ee ey eae 


i 


BOYS. | GIRLS. | ron 


—— M — ft 


‘Whole number of scholars enrolled during term................... 
Average number belonging........... ЕТАР Soden TED: 


sesal|temhe hl aim seven 


Average daily attendance..............- HEN | 


‚лаз э» уел» йу 


Total number of daya absence... ^ e бзш... NONE fren 


ТТЕ 


Grade of school,.......-.-- Ree eere ИЕ Wess Ves UIN 
* 


'" Number of classes in school.... ... ela Nemes ae E can Seed РЕА xg 


&ewesoshtoe эла зал 


Date of teachers taking charge of schoOl..-..-2.-.- cance cece cere cee 


Down eee rees tytn btt 


Date of closing term or year... ..... РЕРНИ ЧИН: tina оа а A 


Monthly salary of teacher, including board...... abe cdceade es! sien 
Amount of salary from County School Fund,......-. ааа М 


+ ++» еза эб» жа sat euo 


баве ж» а леа жаы в тае з уз ава 


Grade and date of teacher's сегИйсаўе..................... wee e 
Number of school visits by School Trustees..................... ace 
st в * County Superintendent......... e " 
"х A “ by other persong......... x === EN 


essa e eth har 
+++ жаз ewes tt t vg RR 


"to, ee t o dmm 


Have you kept school register as геүшге@.......................... 
Name the TexX-books used................ кє ЖӨКӨ КЕЗИ asd 


‚+ лы» н cus nah ha RR 


„жез зака fee ee ee eee eee 


^^ sev Pe ee eer жыз» Фаз» уе к=» натаво sas heshep— Rte 9 vyuo «ье» [=з аже o4^ 9T аваз» ere 


„Нате у you complied with provisions of Sec. 41, School Law.......... 


eese vost eee chosen 


Ss a TU PNE RN 


LÀ 


Teacher. 


BEXMARKS.—This report ін required under Section 37, Montana School Law, to be made to 
County Superintendents and District Clerks on or before September ist, of each year, and by 
every Teacher at the end of his or her term of service, if earlier than September lat. No 
Teacher is entitled to order for last month's wag es until this report is made and received. 
"this report should be made up by abstraets from Register. 


a 


APPENDIX. 43 


E 


ERRATA. 


On page 20, Section 21, tenth line from top: for the word 
"notice." read “meeting.” | 
* 


On page 21, Section 22, after the word ''qualified," in 
seventh line from top, read, “ or appointed by the County 
Superintendent and qualified. 


+ 
+ * 


